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A commentary sent to the supporters of the ministryof Christian Destiny.

Dear OSpecial FriendO of Christian Destiny, August 2006

THE HIGH ROAD AND THE LOW ROAD

While traveling here below, the believer does mituign check off meaningless days. He
progressively creates a record for eternity.

The child of God is a creature of eternal destifpr him no day is without consequence,
and no fleeting moment can be called incidentalm@mportant. The hours he spends and the
decisions he makes have implications that carrintmeternity. What he does today will matter
a thousand years from today. The path of theiguke a shining light that shines more and
more unto the perfect day (Proverbs 4:18).

With the ungodly it is not so. They are like thHeaff that the wind drives away (Ps. 1:4).
Even those who are most important on earth artharfinal analysis, no more than chaff from a
threshing floor. The refuse may make an impregsleebut with the next breeze it will disappeé&ela
morning cloud. The stories of those who refusesthnd His salvation are accounts of wasted lives.
They are made more tragic when we remember that for the unregenerate man life at its best is
an unhappy prelude to a lost eternity. How sad that in this universe there should be so many w
never aspire to live among the stars.

How sad also that even of those who aspire to GbargemoreO here on earth, many
never choose the golden staircase that beginslaayaand leads to the Pleiades and beyond.
Believing in their own abilities, leaning on the broken crutch of human possibilities, they miss the
way of the cross. How different it could be! Futility is exchanged for eternal purpose when we
place our faith in the finished work of Christ, cpl@ted on the cross for our redemption. To
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God andHleadied for our sins on CalvaryOs crossbtha
is what makes the eternal difference.

Salvation comes to us by grace alone, and all wéii@be in Christ are given the gift of
eternal life, guaranteed by God. However, the palkien from salvation to heaven will not be
the same for each child of God.

THE EARNEST CALL

We are told in the Word of God that there is aatiéince, even for the Christian, in the
roads that lead from here to the skies. So divarsghese paths that we could call them the
high road and the low road. Of course there ase mlany levels in between. Note the des-
criptions of two kinds of Christians & Peter 1:8: OFor if these things be in you, abdund,
they make you that you shall neither be barrenundfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.O That is the high roaddBut he that lacks these things is blind, and casae afar off,
and has forgotten that he was purged from his aid@ (v. 9).That is the low road.

How important is the earnest cal@Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if you these things, you shall never fall: For
so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abutlganto the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus ChristO (vv. 10-11).
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What a startling, frightening, important contragthe believer who travels the high road
to heaven, who build®these thingsBPeter speaks of into his life, will be welcometbithe
glory of heaven in a spectacular fashion. Theeiis of the Roman Empire understood what that
meant. Those who lived in Rome had seen the spa@etaoccasions on which a victorious
commander of the Roman legions was welcomed hohine. emperor declared a national
holiday, and all of the citizens of Rome, bedecketheir best apparel, gathered at the gate to
meet him. When the preparations were completexlgédneral marched his legions through the
gate into the city amid the applause of admiringnats. The bands played, the dancers
performed, and the city rejoiced at the returniegidon and its commander, who brought with
them the laurels of victory.

The general kissed the hand of the emperor andialffy delivered to him his addition to
the empire, conquered and subdued through hisakilcourage. The citizens rejoiced in that
the emperor was glorified and the kingdom strenggleby the worthy commander they
celebrated. It was customary for the emperor ¥eshagifts upon the commander and soldiers.
Large sums of money, usually the spoils of victavpuld be distributed to the legionnaires. The
commander, proportionate to the extent of his cestg) was given cities to rule, political office,
fame, and glory. Upon special occasions, he wadenaaruler second only to the emperor
himself. Rome knew how to reward its best servantsch is partly why it was for hundreds of
years the greatest kingdom on earth.

Such celebrations, well-known in Bible times, oféer appropriate illustration of the
believerOs arrival in heaven. Rewards are pronaigaith and again in the Word of God to those
who serve Him well. Best of all, the faithful cthibf God can anticipate the greatest reward of
all: the privilege of hearing the emperor of thevense sayOWell done, thou good and faithful
servant. . . enter thou into the joy of thy lord@aft. 25:21).

SAVED YET AS BY FIRE

But Peter presents an alternate picture as well. The unfaithful, insensitive believer can
expect no such glorious entrance into heaven. stéagy, slovenly traveler on the road of life
must be content with lesser rewards or, worse, @b@d. LackingOthese things,e is blind.

Even during his journey in this world, he will stumble along on the rocks, a bruised and bleeding
traveler. Because of his blindnessbor at least his nearsightednessbhe can be expected to take
wrong turns, losing his way in the brambles and the ditches. If he continues in his spiritual
myopia, he will be ever confused, frustrated, and depressed over the lack of progress in his
painful journey. When he finally arrives in heaven, he will be saved yet as by fire. No abundant
entrance, no great congratulation will be his. Yes, he will have salvation, his solely by the grace
of God. But the rewards of sacrifice and selfless service will escape him. He may bring, in his
presumptions, a few pieces of wood, hay, and stubble, but they will quickly disappear, unable to
stand the test of the fire.

In this passage from the last letter of the apdRdeer there is an earnest message for
each of us today. We commonly hear reports thaisGanity has a billion followers. Of this
number, how many have given evidence that theyraftg converted? How many have been
saved by faith in the crucified One? Certainly abt

Who could have predicted such a day as this withenBody of Christ? Who could have
foreseen the disturbed lives, the broken homesjigteessed youth, and the depressed adults
who populate the Church? Who could have foreseemiany who succeed materially but fail
spiritually? We have reached the point at whichgrneat churches and attractive homes can no
longer hide the heartbreak that ravages them fraimmw

Furthermore, who could have foreseen the dupleitgt foolishness that have been
embraced and practiced by Christians, even atdetship level? How many have begun as
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humble ministers of Christ and then heaped thenshof luxury, pride and lasciviousness with
incense kindled at the SpiritOs flame? Pity thelpbut do not appoint them to be the guides
for the journey. Their condition need not, howeus permanent. Christian history is filled
with accounts of those who testify that, even afitety came to know Christ, they were
spiritually blind. Then came the moment when thegan to diligently pursue the will of God,
and a clear vision of His purpose overtook thenheylexperience®the high calling of God

in Christ JesusO (Phil. 3:14)nd their lives took on a level they had neverkndefore.

The call to the high road is extended to all. Rgh calling of God in Christ Jesus must
be heard anew by the Church and by each Christfda.must concentrate more intently on
what Peter call®these things.Guch concentration will, we are promised, prodsieitual
success in time and divine congratulation in etrni

What areOthese thingsOWhat are the things with which our Christian life is an eternal
success and without which we are blind and stumbling? We can rejoice in the fact that they are
not mysterious, nameless feelings, forces, or fantasies promised only to a select few. Peter
presents them faithfully and clearly in his letter to us. They are: faith, virtue, knowledge, self-
control, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. In the pursuit of these, we are
enjoined, yessommandedo be diligent. Diligence calls us to study seriously and consider
carefully the words of Scripture. It forbids us to waste time pursuing lesser things, especially the
meaningless, repetitive spiritual projects so common to our time. Diligence forbids the idleness
that is common to many Christians today. How easily we allow the days to become months and
the months years with nothing of consequence accomplished for the Savior. Yes, we have
dreams. We have intentions. We have hopes, anticipations, and ambitions. None of these,
however, produces anything but frustration unless weairg what we dreanproducing
what we intend. Without this production the dreams of a slothful man tend to destroy him,
because his hands refuse to labor. Dreams must not become the master of our lives.

THE PATH OF DILIGENCE

Before us are the imperatives, the path to them is diligence. We must note, however, tha
these qualities are not Othe inevitables.O The Christian wileaéablygrow in grace, live a
spiritually successful life, and arrive in heaven to congratulations. If the imperatives were
inevitable, there would be no need for the call to diligence.

This truth must not be missed. One may hear leageeachers, and well-meaning
believers say, Olf he doesnOt go straight andvachiéue, knowledge, and these other marks o
a believer, he is simply not a Christian. O Howmtiave we heard the expression, OIf Christ is
not Lord of all, He is not Lord at allO? Such espective is spiritually misleading. Salvation
comes to us in the form of a ransom, we are pueth&®m our sins. The call to spiritual
achievement is extended tloe Christian. One who insists that we are saved by the lives we
live is saying that the great qualities we are called to add to our lives are, in fact, inevitable in the
lives all Christians. This view leads us to one of the many systems of salvation by works
invading the Church today. OYou must do this or that, or you are not a ChristianiO is the
frightening cry of those who succumb to this position.

Theinevitableconsequence of saving faith is eternal life, tmaaggift from God. Salvation is
the gift of God to me, purchased with the suffitielood of Christ. Spiritual success is my gift to
Him, purchased with diligence, the singular purstitiis plan, when | might have done otherwise. It
comes, as D. L. Moody said, from Omy human best, filled with the spirit of God.O

THE PURSUIT OF THE IMPERATIVES

In our pursuit of the imperatives we have as oumisg example Jesus Christ Himself. In
the course of His ministry, Christ did not travakaally and aimlessly from one place to another.
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He did not seek out the superficial subjects tlnaracterize so many of our conversations. His
entire life was the diligent pursuit of one godlhe life of Christ was not a set of happy accidents
It was the plan of God combined with the intensd aimgular effort of the Son, designed to
accomplish those things without which the world would die. Jesus Christ is more than merely the
greatest man who ever lived. He is the one petiserworld could not have done without.
Christ diligently pursued the imperatives. Mattheyported OFrom that time forth began Jesus
to show unto His disciples, how that He must g uerusalem, and suffer many things of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be kjls&dl be raised again the third dayO (Matt.
16:21). Note the use of the wordust There was simply no alternative!

Our Lord could have taken a holiday at the seasho€alilee or a vacation on the
Mediterranean for needed rest and contemplatioa.h&tl many options, but none of them took
priority over His mission. He said Heustgo to Jerusalem, for the purpose of His life was to
give Himself a ransom for many. Apart from Hisffiiinent of that purpose, there would be no
redemption. This purpose was clear to Him, buttodilis disciples, as we see from PeterOs
response to ChristOs stateméithen Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him,ngg\yBe
it far from You, Lord: this shall not be unto Yd&uyt He turned, and said unto Peter, Get
thee behind me, Satan: you are an offence unto ke:you savor not the things that be of
God, but those that be of menO (vv. 22-23).

SATANOS PROGRAM--SPIRITUAL SUBVERSION

We see how anxious Satan was to divert Him from@sogdlan. He used PeterOs voice
and sympathies in an attempt to dissuade Christ filocomplishing His purpose. Christ
recognizes this in His denunciation of PeteGet thee behind Me, Satan: you are an offence
unto MeO (v. 23)Peter did not understand the imperative natur@hofstOs mission, for he did
not understand the things of God. Satan will ryuse the same program of splrltual subversio
on you and me. Itis his goal to take us from inapige living to inconsequential living. How
many a potentially great servant of God has beguibed away from GodOs path because he
heeded the voice of the devil, sometimes comingugh the lips of a friend, sayin@Be it far
from You.OHad our Lord not committed Himself to accompltble imperative of His life, there
would be no salvation. Had He turned aside to ropuesuits, the story of the world would be a
far different and infinitely more dismal one. Tion aside from the pursuit of the imperatives is tg
turn from the accomplishment of GodOs purposesfoiitiis to guarantee spiritual failure.

Christ demonstrated the same degree of purposefsilvben He spoke of taking the
Gospel to the world. He sai@Other sheep | have, which are not of this folénthalso |
must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and thehall be one fold, and one shepherdO
(John 10:16). Again He used the wonthust. This task is not optional for Himbor for us. If we
need a motivation for taking the Gospel to a lostld, we need look no further than the words
Othem also | must bring.O

Once when visiting the home of my pastor and memhtance B. Latham, | saw a striking
illustration of this. Before we sat down to a lewdinner, Lance took perhaps twenty minutes to
play the piano. His talent and ability were appaaes he played pieces by Bach, Beethoven, and
other great masters. He followed that with beaut#gaditions of some great hymns. | was still
lost in the mood of it when Lance turned to me vatlook of pensiveness of his face. He made
the astonishing remark, ODave, only God savedonerinusic.O He was saying that musicbwhil
something magnificentbwas for him less importaahtpreaching the Gospel. There are few
Bible teachers today who can teach the book of Rentlae way he could. There are none who
believe it with a greater passion than he did. The world might live without music, but it could no
survive apart from justification by faith. Lance Batham pursued many of the higher things of
life. His ultimate diligence and dedication, howewvas reserved for the accomplishment of his
ultimate mission. That was to preach and teaciWtbed of God in the most effective way
possible to as many as possible. The resultsadfdédication continue in the lives of multitudes

r the world t .
across the world Oday From the writings of Dave Breese
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THE PROPHECIES OF DANIEL
by Ed Hindson

Part 1 Part 2
Triumph Visions of
Over Terror the Future

Dr. Hindson reveals fascinating facts about the
culture of Babylon, the Jewish captivity in Babylon,
amazing prophecies of world empires, the comin
waorld ruler, when dicatators go mad, and the hand-
writing on the wall. He also presents awesome
information about the Four Beasts, the clash of
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Antichristinthe End Times.
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of the _
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by Ed Hindson
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that the False
Gospels (the
Apocryphaand
Pseudepigrapha),
enned by Gnostic
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suddenly found
credibility because
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behind these anti-
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why they were
rejécted, and how
they spread the
Spirit of
Antichrist!
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ARMAGEDDON
Where It All Ends
The Secrets of Megiddo Revealed
by Ed Hindson

It will be the end of the world as we know it! In
his most fascinating and prophetically intense
work ever, Dr. Hindson takes you on location to
the legendary city of Megiddo. There, ancient
ruins whisper talés of unspeakable events and
silently stand guard over the Plains of Jezreel .
where the prophesied Battle of Armageddon will
one day bring the world as we know it to an end!
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INSPIRATIONAND INERRANCY:
GOD HAS SPOKEN
by Mal Couch

In this 325-page
hardcover boolDr.
Couch sets forth
the doctrines of
inspiration, revela-
tion, andinerrancy
in away that is both
simple and pro-
found. Theunigue
nature of the Bible
will become aliving
entity to your mind
and heart as you
see evidence that
Godtruly has
spoken.” Proof after
proof of the iner-
rancy of the Scrip-
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Dr. Couch goes
through the Bible
book-by-book to
answer the ke
arguments of those
who claim the Bible
is full of error.

MAL COUCH
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* How We Got the Bible
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and much, much more!

Pages may be reproduced
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Suggested Contribution: $49

THE BIG RED BIBLE
King James Version

- Now in beautiful
bonded leather

- LARGE PRINT

- Spoken words of God
in the Old Testament
and Christ in the New
Testament are in red
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THE UNIVERSITY OF
DESTRUCTION
Your Game Plan for Spiritual Victory on Campus
Young people by David Wheaton
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overwhelming
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phies--and the
results can be
spiritually catast-
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CRACKING THE
DAVINCI CODE
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As the premier of
the DaVinci Code
movie approaches,
find out for yourself
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stand up for our faith
and be prepared to
answer these bold
and obvious lies of
the devil.The
DaVinci Code . ;
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Veggie Tales
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morning
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video or
DVD has a
lesson in
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Veggie Tales
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Saturday
morning
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video or
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by Mark Hitchcock

America, Israel, Islam, the Antichrist,
globalization, technology--in these reader-
friendly, timely softcover booksHitchcock
answers your questions about current events
in light of biblical prophecy from a pre-
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