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THE IMPERATIVE OF SELF-CONTROL

As we grow in the
Christian life, our responsibilit
grows. If we ever had a call
personal responsibility, we ha
itin this imperative.

It is the Greek worc
enkrateia. At its root is the
wordkratos,which is one of the
words used in Scripture fc
“power” or “strength.” The
word occurs four times in th
New Testamentand is each tir
rendered “temperance” in tf
King James Version. It doe
however, mean more than th
9LQH FRPPHQWYV
FRQWURO:- LV W
rendering, as temperance is n
OLPLWHG WR EXW
control; the various power
bestowed by God uponman e
capable of abuse, the right u
demands the controlling pow
of the will under the operation

the Spirit of God; in Acts 24:25

WKH ZRUG IROORZ
ZKLFK UHSUHVHQ
VHOI FRQWURO EH
thereto; in 2 Peter 1:6, it follow
TNQRZOHGJH V)
whatis learnt requiresto be p
into practice.”

Let us expand upo
those thoughts. Inhislettertot

believers of Ephesus, Paul ope

by announcing his love an
faithful concern for them. H
said,"Wherefore | also, after
heard of your faith in the Lorddays. He gives a list of reasons foesponsible to control himself.
Jesus, and love unto all thehese perilous timesFor men | Instructed by the Word of God,

» saints, Cease not to give thanlshall be lovers of their own
y for you, making mention of you iselves, covetous, boasters,
tany prayers, That the God of ouproud, blasphemers, dis-
veé_ord Jesus Christ, the Father obbedient to parents,
glory, may give unto you the spiriinthankful, unholy, without
of wisdom and revelation in the@atural affection, truce-

1 knowledge of Him: The eyes dfreakers, false accusers,
your understanding beingncontinent, fierce, despisers
> enlightened; that you may knowf those that are good, traitors,
diwhat is the hope of His callingheady, high-minded, lovers of
and what the riches of the glory gfleasures more than lovers of
eHis inheritance in the saints, And&God” (I Timothy 3:2-3,
ne&hat is the exceeding greatnessemphasis added).

1éHis power to us-ward who believe,
saccording to the working of His
amighty power, Which He wroughéttitudes that will characterize
W RIDisY, whefh\VHe @dised Hinsinners atthe end of the age. One
/ Kadth th8 deBd”HEpieEiansil:15ef them is distinguished by the
020). When referring to thewordincontinent. In English,
eRc@eldingRreaitheld oMitd pblvertbis word means “unable to
sChrist, Paul uses the wokdatos.| contain oneself,” “the absence of
wrBy this, he isreferringtothe poweV HOl FRQWURO p R
sthat God exercises, guaranteeing threthe original language, the word
estability of His universe. Thesakratos.

bfmeaning of the word comes close to

Here we have alist of the

"RX

>,“sovereignty” or “stability.” Note that to be

V TULIJKWHRXVQHVYV |incontinent is the opposite of

WV *R&ul¥ pFa@imythatéachoEHLQJ VWDEOH RU RI HJ[F
thesk Plizlikverd) MM SéxErdideontrol. The samerootisusedin
ssovereignty over the affairs of theipoth of these instances, but one
XlvésHansWliiChaverikepywer toPHDQV VHOI FRQW
utontrol and stabilize theirlivesinPHDQV WKH DEVH
much the same way that GoOFRQWURO 7KH FDQC
controls the universe. to personal stability, to the
n exercise of personal
he We also find an interestingesponsibility, is one of the
reontrast to hisidea in Scripture. Pauwhperatives of the successful
dells Timothy in the third chapter oChristian life.

ehis second epistle to him that
perilous times shall come in the last The

Christian is
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enlightened by the Spirit of counselor, and the cunningthatthe Holy Spiritcontrolsusis
God, we are to live responsibly artificer, and the eloquentorator. D OHVYV WKDQ DFFX
for Christ. By so doing, we will And I will give children to be their of the relationship between the
pursue a course of minimal princes, and babes shall rule ovebeliever and his Lord. Itis rather
frustration and of maximum them. . As for my peopletruethatHe instructs us, He leads
blessing. The challenge of thechildren are their oppressors, andus, and we, by doing the will of
Christian life is responsible women rule over them” (Isaiah * R G SHUIRUP K
OLYLQJ ©6HOI FRQWARD FDQ EULQJ | purposes.
stability to the individual, th
family, and the nation. Let us consider some other The call is not for the
signs of our times. The worldbelieverto abandon himself to
7KH VWD E O Kconovhiigbhecoming increasinglyGod. Rather he is called to
controlled life of the Christian unstable. We used to think ofresponsible, thoughtful, willful
provides a contrast to thebanks, lending institutions, and eveimbedience. Our commitmentto
erratic, unstable ageinwhich R XU JRYHU QP H QW DGhrist shQuldDdER preséhtedrald
we live. As we approach the like entities that brought stabilitytoaVH Ol DEDQGRQPHQ
consummation of history, we fluid society. Butthatis no longercontrol. We are not called to
see emotional and spiritualthe case. The governments of theurrender ourselves to Him.

instability taking over the world owe trillions of dollars. W
hearts of men. The unsettledsee in Scripture that econo
nature of our time becomesinstability will grow toward the en
obvious as we see men andf the age, eventually produci
women lose the willingness andpoverty, famine, and despair (R
then the ability to contro
themselves.
Religious thinking ha

Governments andtheir become more unstabilize
leaders have become unstabl&eligious thought has always be
IRU ZDQW RI VHOI EHRQNG)BUGit is(oR dhia

of leadership will produce faster than ever. “Whom can
further instability, even anarchy, trust?” says the man of the worl
in society. The hearts of menThe answer must come from the li
fail them as they visualize a and the lives of true believers.

nation out of control. |

Scripture, the disappearance
of strong, stable leaders in areminds us of the nature of outtroops. Afterlaying outthe battle

/7KH FDOO WR

society is a sign that the Lord isrelationship to God. Knowing the
withdrawing His hand of *RG LV DOO SRZHUI
blessing and direction. we mightimagine that the obedie
Christian becomes little more thar
Tothe nation of Israel, marionette, his arms and le
God said,'For, behold, the| activated by strings from heave
Lord, the Lord of hosts, doesand controlled by an unseen han
take away from Jerusale
and from Judah the stay and %XW WKH FDOC
the staff, the whole stay ofdefeats that notion. The believ
bread, and the whole stay ofconducts his life on the basis
water, The mighty man, andinstructions from the Lord, but he

the man of war, the judge, notathoughtless, unwilling puppetgreat Commander?

and the prophet, and the The planof Godis accomplished
prudent, and the ancient, ourworld by the will of the believe
The captain of fifty, and the responding affirmatively to the wi

Rather, we are“laborers
icdogether with God” (I Cor.

3:9). This callto commitmentin
oChristis expressed in Scripture
vby the wordpresent(Romans

12:1) and the wordyield

(Romans 6:13). Both of these

ideas find their source in the

Greek wordparaistimi

n

7KLV IDVFLQD

lpound word literally means
d¥stand up nextto God.” Its origin
s interesting. Inthe course of
battle, acommander would give
careful instructions to the officers
hespansibleRorohbhdhding the

atplan, he would ask them two
XQ0e S “PdyQu Lihderstand
nthe order of the battle?” and, “Do
1 §ou commityourselfasaresponsible
gdieutenant commander?” If the
ranswer was affirmative on both
dcounts, the lieutenant saluted and
said, “Yes, sir!”
) WR VHOI FRQWURO
er In like fashion, each of us
ofmust ask himself, Do |
isunderstand the will of the
Do |
ircommit myself to courageously
r perform my responsibilites in
| the great battle?f your answer

honorable man,

and the of God asgiveninthe Word. To says yes on both counts, you are

DWI

DYI

LQJ



invited to participate as alure you into the expectation ¢

responsible individualinfulfiling easy victories. Strong sons

KHDYHQ -V SURJU D@odape WétioériéctedRiy hilis
To understand this is to pursuits. “You are responsible
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f As you and | retrieve that
ofesponsibility, we can expect to be
stopposed on every hand. Satan will
,’”dog the footsteps of the sincere

seethe significance ofthe calltos what the Bible teaches
VHOIl FRQWURO *(RKBU EVV I RWOD G L Yekng$sh hisQddpbrQibitytaidad)
puppeteer; He is a father! Helizo gain the skill and the strength t&atan will attempt to beguile the
raising responsible sons. Hée a good soldier, following believerinto submitting, evenina
refuses to provide us with easydivine instructions.” Letus,then, VP D OO ZD\ RQFH DJDLQ
deliverance from the problemsno longer blame God for failuresown leadership. To accomplish
of life. He does not protect usproduced by folly or this, hewillfeed him believable lies
from the buffeting storms thatirresponsibility on our part. and attractive alternatives to
cause usto grow. He does not righteousness.
send a miracle in response|to We must pray that Go
our every prayer. He withdrawswill give us the ability to be strong
His hand so that we might beSXUSRVHIXO D QG Nrik€flagaiRDihe bldd dsDieGts
more resourceful, moreWe need such peopleoftheevilone. He mustheedthe
responsible, in facing theresponsible and strong childrenwarning:“Be sober, be vigilant;
problems of life. of God, because itis the destinpecause your adversary the
of redeemed man to rule thealevil, as a roaring lion, walks
Contrary to the thinking universe. The apostle Paul makesbout, seeking whom he may
of some modern preaching, thehis remarkable promise clear irdevour” (1 Peter 5:8).Peter said,
larger our problems, the greatesaying;If we suffer [with | “Whom resist steadfast in the
the responsibility entrusted toChrist], we shall also reign faith, knowing that the same
us. The evidence of the graciousvith Him” (2 Timothy 2:12). afflictions are accomplished in
working of God in our lives is Man has been chosen by God tpour brethren that are in the
not health, wealth, comfort,share in the rulership of theworld. Butthe God of all grace,
IORZHU VWUHZQ |®emaKwddsd/to bodne. Thewho has called us unto His
an effortless existence. Such &hristian life does not exist onlyeternal glory by Christ Jesus,
life produces weakness,forthe moment;itisthe preludetafter that you have suffered a
ineffectiveness, irresponsibility, glorious and eternalwhile, make you perfect, stablish,
immorality, and ultimate failure. responsibilities. strengthen, settle you” (v. 9:10).
To promise such a patheti
meaningless existence as the We are called to live
result of faith is to promise theresponsibly in an unstable worl
unscriptural and the absurd.

5.believer, attempting to force himto

), The Christian must steel

D

”

The Christian who pursues
this course will never again
It became unstable the momentlinquish the leadership of his life
that man chose disobedience tw the devil but will retrieve from

Itisthe converse ofthisGod. As a result of oneSatan the thing he has stolen-the
that is true. To promise theirresponsible decision, man turnedpportunity for responsibility.
opportunity to suffer for Christ, over to Satan his own mandate to
to bear the cross, to labornuletheworld, giventohimby God. We have, in the Word of
unrewarded, to live dangerously Satan became the prince of thikRG WKH FDOO WR
and to perhaps die gloriously forworld and the ruler of this evil age stability, to a level of responsibility
the Savior is to promise the lost to much of humanity. By these
truth. All of these things are a God allows evil to thingsthe Christian can distinguish
part of the great adventure of FRQWLQ XH W H P S Rihgelih tine and ¢rhindheldght to
living for our wonderful Lord. | the instability it creates toserveineternity.

produce strength and

Let no one resent theresponsibility in man. When he 6HOI FRQWURO

call to strength, to personalcomes to Christ, manis given théhan mastery of life. That mastery

HOI

QR

UHVSRQVLELOLW)\ opp&tihityOtio Fre&@We Ut
temperance, to careful living.responsibility, that mastery of lif
Do not let the call to prosperityfrom the hands of Satan.

iMiIRmately bring us kingly,
.eternal responsibilities. The wise
person labors to master his life at all




Page 4

costs. The costofinvestmen
a disciplined life is infinitel

inl [lunderstand] not: for what
would, that do | not; but what

But once we have the
| power, we must move in the right

small in comparison to thee hate, thatdo ... For | know thatdirection. Paul saidil press

rewards of that life. All fo

in me (thatis, in my flesh,) dwe

whom life is important must no good thing: for to will i
seek to answer the questionspresent with me; but now
“What does it take to achieveperform that which is good I fin
the mastery of life?” and, “How not. For the good that | would
FDQ , JDLQ VHOI F BRdxY BRtOe"qvil whikiR Wddl
who seek this life sincerely find not, that | do” (Romans 7:14-15
themselves led by God, as d8-19). Finally, Paul cried out
child by a father, from spiritual “O wretched man that | am!’
infancy to spiritual maturity, toa (v.24).
OLIHFKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ VHOI FRQWU
What will the growing, maturin To continue on the path ¢
child of God learn? VHOlI FRQWURO 3
regularly before God fo
He willlearn, firstofall, confession, forgiveness, ar
that mastery of life takes puri
of purpose. Scripture says itisnot come to the sluggardortot
impossibletoservetwomastersSURXG W LV IRU
We cannot effectively servemastery takes motivation. I1fw
Christ on the high road andare not motivated, sleep wi
harbor a secret agenda of selfishecome our master, ease w

advantage or personal gajnbecome our master, food w
Mastery of life comes to thosebecome our master, friends w

who seek the kingdom of Godbecome our master, or
first, last and always. Therethousand other things will mast
must be no rationalizing, nous. Our life will be dissipated i
allowance for exceptions, nomyriad directions for lack o
yielding the control of our life to motivation.

another.“Know you not, that

to whom you yield yourselves Where do we find suc

Igoward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ

oJesus” (Philippians 3:14).He

d knew that to reach a goal you must

| have a target. We establish our

ddirection by asking, “Where am |

», going? What Am I doing? How far

, amlalong?”

6HOI FRQWURO
Ra©complished only whenwe are in
bfmotion toward our goal. Ifwe are
Dilke@ WwKnp@pdgd? mof/&tet,
r and on the right road, we have to
1dbegin moving. Spiritual progress

y cleansing. The mastery of life will is something like riding a bicycle.

N bicycle isimpossible to balance
\Whenhlit is 3tdn &g ktill. Badvard
emotion is what makes riding it
llpossible. Justso, on our spiritual
iljourney, we have little need of
IKLJK TXDOLW\ IXHO
llaccurate maps, and carefully set
agoals when we are at home asleep
erLQ RXU FKDLUV
N moving we can detach our minds
f from our goals, and no one will be
the wiser. However, nothing
could be more dangerous than to
N stop concentrating whenwe arein

servants to obey, his servantsnotivation? Obviously we do nota race.

you are to whom you obey;finditin money. We do notfindi
whether of sin unto death, orin reputation or in huma

t
N The Christian in motion is

of obedience unto righteous-accomplishment. For Paul and
ness?” (Romans 6:16)The
believer who would be a goad“the love of Christ constrain
soldier in the army of us” (2 Corinthians 5:14).Itis
righteousness is in a constanthe love of Christ that will driv
battle with sin. us out of bed in the morning a

othe one who is mastering his life.

us, motivation comes whenHaving mastered this life, he can

look forward to the privilege and

responsibility of exercising his

JLIWV DV D FR UHJH
dwith his blessed Lord.

keep us going through the day,

Scripture never presen
this as an easy course. It
not easy for Paul, who sai
“For we know that the law i
spiritual: but | am carnal, sol
under sin. Forthatwhichld

dong after earthly motivations have

abeen left behind. Without spiritual
,motivation, our lives becom
aimless and purposeless. Love for
Christis the fuel that can propel
our lives.
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KING JAMES GIANT PRINT
REFERENCE BIBLE PERSONAL SIZE

ROSE BOOK OF BIBLE CHARTS,
MAPS & TIME LINES

192 Magnificent

This_edition Full-Color  Loose-Leal ROSE 800K OF
combines g 174" X i1 1/4" BIBLE CHARTS.
the readability of Hardcover Spiral MADS &
glant-print t%/pe Ring Binder:
In an easy-10- 5 +lliustrations TIME LINES
carry size * Maps
(6.4in x 9.4in). 5 * Charts
5 *Time Lines = = .
Burgundy-- * Islam and Christianity
Bonded Leather 5 = Cults and Religions
* Denominations
5 * Kings and. Prophets
5 * Twélve Disciples .
*How We Got the Bible
) ] * Noah's Ark
* Book Introductions and Outlines and much, much more!
* End-of-verse cross reference system
« Easy-to-read concordance Pages may be reproduced
* Presentation Section f(l)ryourSunday School
* Words of Christ in red letter %ﬁ‘)?ggt[j)é‘;,“r group
Suggested Contribution: $25 Suggested Contribution: $49
HOLIDAY DOUBLE FEATURE LARRY BOY AND THE BAD APPLE--
VeggieTales A Lesson in Fighting Temptation
The Star of Christmas and Veggie Tales
The Toy That Saved Christmas _ synday
This DVD features morning
over three hours of , - 5 values with
family fun and Vepgic]ales Saturday
reminds children of H|"}L|“,5|L‘T' 5 morning
all ages that prpeteiobeniell] fun. This
Christmas isn't W\],_'.FILE ﬂ:.ﬂﬂ.&ﬂ' 5 fun. This
about getting; it's [ = 5 Dv%ghas a

about giving and i i ?
the true story of | |
God's love that
shows us how to
love one another--
at Christmas time
and throughout the
year!

lesson in
5 fighting
temptation.

Suggested Contribution: $18 Suggested Contribution: DVD $18

FINDING TRUE LOVE
A Devotional Journal For Youth

by Josh McDowell & Ed Stewart

GREAT FOR
TEENS!

How do | know if it's true love?

Everyone wants to love and be loved, but sometimes it's hard to
tell if what you're feeling toward someone is really true love.
What may surprise you'is that God cares about your love life
even more than you do, and He wants you to disScovkow to
discern the true nhature of love.

In this 123-page softcover bootrough the aid of a gripping
true-to-life story, Josh McDowell, along with Ed Stewart, offers
biblical insight and practical instruction on how to define true
love the way God does.

Hosh McBDowell
Ed Stewart

Limited Quantity
Suggested Contribution: $15




BOOKLET SPECIAL

by Dave Breese

Four special End-Time booklets by Dave:

* What's So Special About Israel

* The Cast of the End-Time Drama

* The Church in the New Millennium
*» Keeping the Faith in the End-Times

Suggested Contribution: $10

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

MY HIGHEST MIND

Poetry by Dave Breese

Dr. Breese's
5 most precious
5 andkintirrtl)atek ‘

work--a book o
5 original poetry.
5 Bookia bhasd in
5 a glossy hard-
5 cover and

contains 28
moving poetic
works.

i

For Any Contribution

SEVEN MEN WHO RULE

THE WORLD FROM THE GRAVE

by Dave Breese

In this book, Dave - :
¢ 7MEN

unearths the deadly
influence on our society
- RULE

of seven key historical
figures, from the well-
known Darwin and
Marx to the lesser-
known Dewey and
Wellhausen. A lively
challenging critique that |
prepares you to
recognize and defend
yourself against
philosophies that just

WORLD |
GRAVE

won't die. i) uote from TR S S
i

Moody Publishers.)

Suggested Contribution: $15

KING JAMES BIBLE COMMENTARY
Ed Hindson, General Editor

D The ImOSBt'bI
popular Bible

5 Commentarx

5e\_/er published,
with over 1,800

5 pagesof scrip-

5 tural enlighten-
ment. Unravel
the mysteries of
everg_ book of

5 he Bible, with
over 20 Bible
scholars as your
guide.

_ BIBLE
COMMENTARY

- Complete verse-by-verse commentary
- Outlines and introductions for each book of the Bilte
- Maps and charts for quick reference

Suggested Contribution: $39

JERUSALEM IN PROPHECY
by Ed Hindson

Who Really Owns Jerusalem?

Discover what the conflict in the Middle East is
all about...where it comes from, where it's
?omg, and how it's all going to end. Jerusalem
n Prophecyreveals why Jerusalem, "the city of
peace,” will ultimately spark a global war.

This scholarly and easy-to-understand 2-part

study is packed with images that are rich in

history, filled with beauty, yet haunted by

endless sorrows that are driven by hatreds as

al_d as the very city that God called "the apple of
is eye."

Suggested Contribution:

Booklet, Audio Cassette or CD $6 ea
Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea
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IRAN--THE COMING CRISIS 6 VOLUME PROPHECY
Radical Islam, Oil, And The Nuclear Threat PACK
by Mark Hitchcock by Mark Hitchcock
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Is the stage being set for the end times? In a T i SSSENRKIAER] NI T

rophecy written over 2,500 years ago, Ezekiel 383 Six Softcover books
oretells Iran's future. Iran, Russia, and other Islamic * |s The Antichrist Alive Today?
nations will invade Israel in the end times. Todaythe * Seven Signs of the End Times
connection between Iran and Russia grows stronger. * What Jesus Says About Earth's Final Days
In this new 214-page softcover bodWark Hitchcock, * What On Earth Kc,Goin On?
an expert in Bible prophecy exposes Iran's past, * The Second Coming of Babylon
present, and future with striking clarity. Find maps, * The Coming Islamic Invasion of Israel
charts and answers to your every question inside. (Available Again)
How close is this invasion? o
Suggested Contribution:
Suggested Contribution: $20 $20 for the 6-book Package

Remember, part of your gift goes to the spreadirfglte Gospel by the ministry of Christian Destiny.



